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the frontiersmen were o remarkable breed of men they were often rough and
illiterate sometimes brutal and vicious often seeking an escape in the wilderness of
mid america from crimes committed back east in the beautiful but deadly country
which would one day come to be known as west virginia kentucky michigan ohio
indiana and illinois more often than not they left their bones to bleach beside forest
paths or on the banks of the ohio river victims of indians who claimed the vast
virgin territory and strove to turn back the growing tide of whites these
frontiersmen are the subjects of allan w eckert s dramatic history against the
background of such names as george rogers clark daniel boone arthur st clair
anthony wayne simon girty and williom henry harrison eckert has recreated the life
of one of america s most outstanding heroes simon kenton kenton s role in opening
the northwest territory to settlement more than rivaled that of his friend daniel
boone by his eighteenth birthday kenton had already won frontier renown as
woodsman fighter and scout his incredible physical strength and endurance his
great dignity and innate kindness made him the ideal prototype of the frontier hero
yet there is another story to the frontiersmen it is equally the story of one of history
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s greatest leaders whose misfortune was to be born to a doomed cause and a dying
race tecumseh the brilliont shawnee chief welded together by the sheer force of his
intellect and charisma an incredible indian confederacy that come desperately
close to breaking the thrust of the white man s westward expansion like kenton
tecumseh was the paragon of his people s virtues and the story of his life in allan
eckert s hands reveals most profoundly the grandeur and the tragedy of the
american indian no less importantly the frontiersmen is the story of wilderness
america itself its penetration and settlement and it is eckert s particular grace to be
able to evoke life and meaning from the raw facts of this story in the frontiersmen
not only do we care about our long forgotten fathers we live again with them

originally published boston little brown c1983 the winning of america series

they had defeated the french and now the english possessed the vast north
american empire soldiers traders settlers all began the trek across the wilderness
to claim the land and its riches against this relentless tide indian warriors rose up in
bitter fury exploded in the bloody battle for the conquest of the northwest territory

maps on lining papers a narrative account of the eighteenthcentury struggle of
england and france in the iroquois territory for dominance

a sweeping portrait of the french indian wars

a biography of the fomous shoawnee describes tecumseh s plan to amalgamate all
north american tribes into one people his role as statesman and military strategist
and his death in the battle of thames

in the year 1771 a white boy named marmaduke van swearingen was captured by
shawnee indians in what is now west virginia but was then the edge of the american
frontier impressed with his bravery he was not killed but instead was taken to ohio
where he was adopted into the tribe and given the name blue jacket from the blue
shirt he was wearing at the time of his capture the boy grew to excel as a warrior
and leader and became the only white to be made a war chief of the shawnee
nation and the name blue jaocket became fomous throughout the northwest
territory the characters in this book were real people who lived the life and did the
things herein recounted much of the dialogue is taken directly from historical
records allan w eckert author of the frontiersmen and 39 other notable books has
taken all of the known facts of blue jacket s life and has woven them into a narrative
of compelling interest with a very different perspective on the way america was
settled

one of the premier chroniclers of our nation s turbulent frontier history allan w
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ecker now presents another spellbinding chapter in the conquest of the american
wilderness here is the powerful compellingly human story of the white man s
struggle to claim the rich land of the northern mississippi ancestral home of the fox
and sac tribes from the legendary war chief black hawk having killed his first enemy
at sixteen this proud brooding warrior extends a hand in friendship to the spanish
and the british but harbors a lifelong hatred for the americans who once burned
his home village now charged by the president himself the ambitious governor of
illinois territory leads a brave and illustrious group of settlers and soldiers to wrest
the beautiful lond from a nation of destiny and a noble chieftain fated to be
betrayed by his own kind

eckert s skills as a naturalist previously displayed in his newbery award winning
incident at hawk s hill are here given full expression and armchair adventurers will
soon be caught in its spell the pristine and often savage beauty of the killer
rainforest is described in lush detail the reader is right there watching once the
reader has been snagged he ll be as much a captive of the magnificent forest as is
sarah francis and just as intent as she to survive in a paradoxically terrifying and
beautiful environment the reader cannot help by hold his breath cincinnati
enquirer

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of
the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in
the united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you
may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or corporate has a
copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that this work is
important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the
public to ensure a quality reading experience this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements
with text in an easy to read typeface we appreciate your support of the
preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant
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